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Beyond the Biological Basis of Disease 

Social Medicine Course 2019 FAQ 
 
Why couldn’t the course happen in Haiti? 
Unfortunately, Haiti is at a particularly vulnerable, unstable political and economic moment (as a 
result of many of the forces we deal with in the course), and there have been numerous 
demonstrations in recent months. It was not an easy decision, but after extensive consultation with 
our partners in Haiti, the decision was made to hold the course elsewhere this year for safety 
reasons. 
 
Why Chicago? 
Chicago, where we have close partners at the forefront of the social medicine movement, offers an 
exceptional range of learning opportunities. The same structural forces that impact Haiti are at work 
on many Chicago residents too, and this will be a great opportunity for all of us to witness the truth 
in the saying that “global health is local health.” 
 
Will the curriculum be different? 
The starting and ending dates (July 7-27, 2019) and overall structure of the course, which will still 
offer a rich mix of classroom learning and visits to various sites in the community, will be 
unchanged. We are working with our Chicago partners to incorporate special sessions on Chicago’s 
history, public health system, etc. While we are sad not to be able to hold the course in Haiti, we are 
excited about the learning possibilities in this new location.  
 
Where will we be staying/learning? 
Students and staff will be housed at the University of Illinois. We will rotate through several different 
classroom sites in order to gain exposure to various neighborhoods and types of settings across 
Chicago.  
 
Will Haitian students still participate? 
We are working to secure visas and travel for accepted Haitian students and hope that we will still 
have a full cohort of 10 Haitian students in the class. Additionally, we are working on obtaining visas 
for our two Teaching Assistants, who are Haitian alumni of the course.  
 
Will the course still be taught in French? 
Because of the location change and the importance of the inclusion of local students in this course 
model, we are needing to open the course to non-French-speakers as well and thus will need to be 
more flexible than usual when it comes to language. However, given that many of our students will 
be Francophone, we expect that any material delivered in English will be translated, and that group 
discussions will take place in French and English.  
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